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Stratagems, Ruses, Deceit… A foreword by Andrzej Sapkowski

Reference system and conventions used in this book

Part One. Fighting With Shandows

1. Culture as a source of… poor imagination

2. Four mechanisms of stratagems

3. Conflicts' Point of gravity

4. Timeo Chinese et dona ferentes

5. Praxeology and protoscience

6. Perception of the order of the world

7. The secret of Chinese success

8. Thirty-six? Stratagems?

9. As a matter of procedural prudence

A few remarks on China's history

Part Two. Thirty-six Stratagems
Key principles

Stratagem One: Deceive Heaven and cross the sea

Stratagem Two: Feign marching at Wei to relieve Zhao

Stratagem Three: Kill with a borrowed sword

Stratagem Four: Exhaust the enemy, and gather your strength

Stratagem five: Rob a burning house

Stratagem Six: Make noise in the east, and attack in the west

Stratagem Seven: Create something out of nothing (literally, "out of Emptiness comes Fullness")

Stratagem Eight: Cross Chencang by stelath



Stratagem Nine: Wait across the river and watch the fire

Stratagem Ten: Hide a dagger in your smile

Stratagem Eleven: Sacrifice the plum, to save the peach

Stratagem Twelve: Take advantage of the opportunity, to seize every goat

Stratagem Thirteen: Hit the grass, to flush out the snake

Stratagem Fourteen: Revive the dead (literally, "borrow a corpse and restore its soul")

Stratagem Fifteen: Lure the tiger to leave the mountains

Stratagem Sixteen: Want to catch? Let go first!

Stratagem Seventeenth: Throw a brick, to attract jade

Stratagem Eighteen: To capture the robbers, catch their ringleader

Stratagem Nineteen: Take the fuel from under the cauldron

Stratagem Twenty: Skim the water to catch fish

Stratagem Twenty-One: Throw away your shell like a cicada

Stratagem Twenty-Two: Lock the door, to trap the thief

Stratagem Twenty-Three: Befriend the distant, when attacking a the close

Stratagem Twenty Four: Borrow the route to invade Guo

Stratagem Twenty-Five: Lift the rafter to remove the pillar

Stratagem Twenty-Six: Point to the mulberry tree, chastising the holly tree

Stratagem Twenty-Seven: Feign madness while keeping, your senses

Stratagem Twenty-Eight: Take the ladder once on the roof

Stratagem Twenty-Nine: Place flowers in the tree crown

Stratagem Thirty: Swap the roles of guest and host

Stratagem thirty-first: A beautiful person ploy

Stratagem Thirty-Two: The fort of the empty city

Stratagem Thirty-Three: The scheme of a converted spy and sowing discord

Stratagem Thirty-Four: The Ploy of self-harm

Stratagem Thirty-Five: A sequence of ploys

Stratagem Thirty-Six: Pick your battles (Running away is the best tactics)

Appendix

Source of motto

Jokes, references and Easter eggs in this book

Imiona chińskich postaci historycznych

Chronologiczny indeks przykładów historycznych



Pozostałe przykłady

Spis ramek psychologicznych, kulturoznawczych i historycznych

Spis kaligrafii, map i planów bitew

Indeks ważniejszych terminów

Indeks ważniejszych postaci i nazw własnych
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